CHEMISTRY   IN  AMERICA
tmstion with so happy an effect that the doctrine of phlogiston has hecome almost universally exploded.* That theory, which hut a few years since commanded the un-dissenting voice of the chemical world, is now almost totally forsaken. Still, however, the tottering dome of this once mighty fabric is supported by one solitary pillar, so well constructed as by its single force to uphold it against the warring elements, nor can it ever fall till this pillar is removed. Never can the doctrine of phlogiston be said to be totally destroyed, until it shall cease to rank among its supporters the name of PRIESTLEY.
I shall now present you with the last and most pleasing revolution that has occurred in chemistry. Hitherto we have beheld this science entirely in the hands of men; we are now about to behold women assert their just, though too long neglected claims, of being participators in the pleasures arising from a knowledge of chemistry. Already have Madame Dacier and Mrs. Macauly established their right to criticism and history. Mrs. Fulhame has now laid such bold claims to chemistry that we can no longer deny the sex the privilege of participating in this science also.f What may we not expect from such an accession of talents? How swiftly will the horizon of knowledge recede before our united labours! And what unbounded pleasure may we not anticipate in treading the paths of science with such companions ? $
I shall now, gentlemen, conclude with a few observations on the utility of a general diffusion of chemical knowledge throughout America.
Living as we do in a new, extensive, and unexplored
* See note D.
f Mrs. Fulhame has lately written an ingenious piece entitled '' An Essay on Combustion, with a view to a new art of dyeing and painting, wherein the phlogistic and anti-phlogistic hypotheses are proved erroneous." Since the delivery of this oration she has been sleeted a corresponding member of this Society. note E.
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